
This Really Good Stuff® product includes:
• Main Idea Poster, Write Again® wipe-off laminate
• This Really Good Stuff® Activity Guide 

Congratulations on your purchase of this Really Good Stuff® Main Idea
Poster—a colorful, interactive poster to reinforce how to identify and
connect the main idea and details of a passage.

Meeting Common Core State Standards
This Really Good Stuff® Main Idea Poster is aligned with the following
Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts: 

Key Ideas and Details
RL.K.1 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about

key details in a text.
RL.K.2 With prompting and support, retell familiar stories, including 

key details.
RL.K.3 With prompting and support, identify characters, settings, and

major events in a story. 
RL.1.1 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
RL.1.2 Retell stories, including key details, and demonstrate

understanding of their central message or lesson.
RL.1.3 Describe characters, settings, and major events in a story,

using key details.
RL.2.1 Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why,

and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.
RL.2.2 Recount stories, including fables and folktales from diverse

cultures, and determine their central message, lesson, or moral.
RL.3.2 Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from

diverse cultures; determine the central message, lesson, or moral
and explain how it is conveyed through key details in the text.

RL.4.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in
the text; summarize the text.

RL.5.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in
the text, including how characters in a story or drama respond
to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a
topic; summarize the text.

Key Ideas and Details
RI.K.1 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about

key details in a text.
RI.K.2 With prompting and support, identify the main topic and retell

key details of a text.
RI.1.1 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
RI.1.2 Identify the main topic and retell key details of a text.
RI.2.1 Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why,

and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.
RI.2.2 Identify the main topic of a multi-paragraph text as well as the

focus of specific paragraphs within the text.
RI.3.1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a

text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers.
RI.3.2 Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and

explain how they support the main idea.
RI.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the

text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.
RI.4.2 Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is

supported by key details; summarize the text.
RI.5.2 Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how

they are supported.

Comprehension and Collaboration
SL.3.2 Determine the main ideas and supporting details of a text read

aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats,
including visually, quantitatively, and orally.

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
SL.4.4 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience

in an organized manner, using appropriate facts and relevant,
descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak
clearly at an understandable pace.

SL.5.4 Report on a topic or text or present an opinion, sequencing
ideas logically and using appropriate facts and relevant,
descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak
clearly at an understandable pace.

Displaying the Main Idea Poster
Before displaying the Main Idea Poster, make copies of this Really
Good Stuff® Activity Guide and file the pages for future use. Or,
download another copy of it from our Web site at
www.reallygoodstuff.com. Hang the Poster where students will be able
to see and interact with it easily. 

Introducing the Main Idea Poster
Ask your students to describe what is meant by topic, main idea, and
details, and then review the definitions on the Poster. Introduce the
Poster by using a dry erase marker to write the words field trip
underneath the topic section and A field trip can be more than just fun
underneath the main idea section. Tell students to imagine that they
are reading a passage about field trips. Brainstorm some details they
might expect to read in this passage, such as Field trips can include
hands-on learning and Field trips allow students to observe things for
themselves. Write their details on the Poster. 

Explain that main idea and details can be found in both nonfiction and
in fiction. Erase the field trip examples and read a passage from the
students’ reading book or from another fiction book. Ask students to
listen for the topic, main idea, and details as you read, and then
discuss each with students. Use the dry erase marker to record the
information on the Poster.

Main Idea Practice
Copy and distribute the Main Idea Poster Reproducible to each
student. Distribute copies of a text for the entire class to read. Read
through the text and have students complete the reproducible. Ask
students to share their work and use a dry erase marker to list their
answers on the Poster. Discuss how each of their details supports
their main idea.

For further practice, have students read books independently, complete
the reproducible, and share their work with a partner or small group.
Guide the partners or small groups in how to evaluate whether each
other’s main idea and details are correctly identified. This activity can
also be used as a student reads an individual book and shares the
main idea and details during a student-teacher conference. 

Main Idea or Detail?
Copy and distribute the Main Idea or Detail? Reproducible. Remind
students that every passage has one main idea and multiple details
and that the details give more information about the main idea. Ask a
volunteer to read the example set of sentences. Indicate that Jazzy is
a funny dog gives readers a big idea (main idea) about Jazzy. The other
two sentences offer more information (details) that elaborate on the
statement that Jazzy is funny. Instruct students to choose the main
idea for each of the sentence sets and to mark it with an mi. Details
should be marked with a d. Answers: 1) d, mi, d; 2) mi, d, d; 3) mi, d, d;
4) d, d, mi; 5) d, d, mi; 6) d, mi, d; 7) mi, d, d; 8) d, mi, d; 9) mi, d, d

Ask for volunteers to read a sentence set, their selection for main idea
and details, and why they made their selections.

Read and Mark 
Copy and distribute the Read and Mark Reproducible. Explain that in
each of the four passages, there is a main idea as well as several
details. Direct students to read an entire passage first and then to
mark the main idea by underlining it, and mark each detail by circling it.

Ask a volunteer to read the first passage. Then have another volunteer
write his or her selection of the main idea and details on the Poster.
Discuss the answers and how the details give more information about
the main idea. Continue in this way for the other three passages.

Main Idea Poster
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All activity guides can be found online.
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